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Advisory Council  
Our Culinary Advisory Board spans the spectrum from internationally 

recognized food activists, sustainable economy advocates, academics and 
food writers to local chefs and community leaders.    

Fritjof Capra, Ph.D. -  Physicist and systems theorist is a founding director of the Center for Ecoliteracy, an 
internationally sought after speaker on environmental sustainability, and the author of several books including 
The Web of Life, The Hidden Connections, and The Science of Leonardo. www.fritjofcapra.net   

Temra Costa - Program Director of the Buy Fresh, Buy Local initiative of the Community Alliance with Family 
Farmers. www.caff.org  

Dominique Crenn - Esquire Magazine's "2008 Chef of the Year"; Executive Chef  at Luce in San Francisco. 
www.dominiquecrenn.com 

Cathy Curtis - Bay Gourmet Forum Leader at The Commonwealth Club of California in San Francisco; owner of 
Curtis Financial Planning; packaged foods industry veteran. www.curtisfinancialplanning.com 

Ari Derfel - Co founder of Back To Earth Organic Catering and Terrain Restaurant opening Fall 2009 in the David 
Brower Center in Berkeley; author Save Your Trash blog project. www.organiccatering.com  & www.terrainrestaurant.com

Deborah Koons Garcia - Nationally acclaimed documentary filmmaker for The Future of Food and the upcoming 
In Good Heart: Soil and the Mystery of Fertility. www.lilyfilms.com 

Peggy Knickerbocker - James Beard award winning cookbook writer; contributing editor to Gourmet and Saveur 
magazines; past board vice president CUESA. www.peggyknickerbocker.com

Jill Litwin - Founder & CEO of Peas Of Mind, a unique Bay Area based food company that grew to national distribution 
within 3 years by offering delicious, organic and all natural frozen products that are convenient for parents and meet 
the special nutritional needs of growing kids. www.peasofmind.com 

Jennifer Maiser - Bay Area food writer, Locavores co-founder, national editor of the Eat Local Challenge. 
www.eatlocalchallenge.com 

Raj Patel, Ph.D. - Journalist, author of Stuffed and Starved, The Hidden Battle for the World Food System, 
and co-author of Food Rebellions; visiting scholar at the University of California at Berkeley, Fellow at the Institute 
of Food and Development Policy, Research Associate at the School of Development Studies at the University of 
KwaZulu-Natal. www.rajpatel.org 

Michael Pollan - Author of several best sellers including In Defense of Food: An Eaters Manifesto and The 
Omnivore's Dilemma; Knight Professor of Journalism at UC Berkeley. www.michaelpollan.com  
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